
A Living Legacy 

Exploring and explaining the world of plants for a better future
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Regius Keeper’s 
Foreword 
Without plants there would be no life on 

Earth.  We are dependent upon them 
for the very air we breathe, not to mention 
the food we eat and many other products 
that sustain our daily lives.  With plants 
and their habitats under threat around the 
world there is an urgent need to understand, 
protect and conserve them.  This is a 
daunting task but the Royal Botanic Garden 
Edinburgh has over 340 years of experience 
in working with plants and the environment.  
Our continuing success is due to: 

n  Our skilled and dedicated staff who   
are leaders in their fields and work in over 
40 countries around the world

n  Our world-renowned Living Collections 
in our four Gardens, each of which has its 
own climate, allowing us to grow plants 
from all over the world

n  Our first-class research facilities –   
the Laboratories, Herbarium and Library

We are actively engaged in the 
conservation of plants, the life support 
system of the planet, here in Scotland and 
in the wider world.  As a charity we work 
hard to add to the support we receive 
from government because the more we 
can raise, the more we can do.  Leaving 
a legacy to RBGE is a wonderful way to 
ensure our work continues for the benefit 
of future generations around the world.  
We hope that you will share our passion 
for plants and our concern for the future.

Professor Stephen Blackmore CBE FRSE, 
Regius Keeper and Queen’s Botanist



By Leaves we Live
The words of Patrick Geddes are 

timeless and true.  Every aspect of 
our existence depends on plants – they 
provide the air we breathe and the only 
source of energy for the food chains that 
support all other living things.  Yet a third 
of the world’s plants, over 100,000 
species, face extinction over the next 
fifty years.  The loss of plant biodiversity 
has wider consequences for water 
security, soil formation and climate 
change, posing global threats to food 
security and human well being.
 

Our skill, knowledge and expertise   
are needed now more than ever  
before in the Royal Botanic Garden 
Edinburgh’s 340-year history, to help 
tackle these continuing challenges.  
As one of the world’s leading botanic 
gardens and scientific centres of 
excellence, we contribute significantly 
to the research, protection and 
restoration of plant diversity at home 
in Scotland and in over 40 countries 
across the world. 



In the face of ever greater challenges 
we are increasingly dependent on 

the generosity of individuals to help 
us continue and expand our important 
work.  Legacies are of enormous value 
to us, as they enable us to deliver 
across the full spectrum of our work, 
including developing and enhancing our 
four botanic gardens, and delivering 
world-leading research programmes, 
conservation initiatives and educational 
work around the globe.  

Overleaf you will find a flavour of the 
valuable efforts a legacy gift would 
support, together with simple steps on 
how to plan and organise your legacy.
 
Thank you for thinking of leaving RBGE  
a legacy in your will.  Your gift, whatever 
its size, will help us to protect the  
world’s plant life for future generations, 
and continue to connect people with   
the natural world.

Legacies:  
Lifelines for our Work



To bring this vision to life we are: 

n growing rare and threatened Scottish  
plants and restoring them to the wild

n developing conservation and global 
action plans in some of the world’s most 
species-rich but threatened places, such as 
the tropical ecosystems of Latin America 

n developing rapid identification based 
on plant ‘DNA barcoding’ to significantly 
improve the speed and accuracy of 
plant identification and discovery in 
Scotland and internationally

n digitising images of the 3 million  
plant specimens in our Herbarium –  
to provide global online access to the 
fragile heritage of the world’s biodiversity, 
collected by botanists during more than 
300 years of exploration

£2,000 would help us carry out a species 
collection or re-introduction trip for some 
of the most threatened plants in Scotland 

£5,000 would fund a new network of 
paths through Logan Botanic Garden’s 
Chilean plant collection to make the area 
more accessible 

£5,000 would help us train staff 
in a developing country to carry out 
plant biodiversity research, such as the 
monitoring of endangered species 

£10,000 would purchase a vehicle 
for Benmore Botanic Garden to help less able 
visitors experience and enjoy the Garden 

n working through our ‘Centre for 
Middle Eastern Plants’ with local partners 
in countries throughout the region, 
including Afghanistan and Iraq, where we 
are helping to restore rural livelihoods and 
biodiversity following the catastrophic 
depletion of natural resources during 
decades of war

n inspiring children to appreciate   
the world around them and training   
the next generation of botanists  
and horticulturists  

Help us      
Explore our Planet
Our scientific and horticultural work aims to contribute 

to the complete inventory of plant species on earth.  
By understanding the evolution and diversity of habitats and 
species, we can apply our knowledge to protect those most at risk.



£15,000 would purchase and install  
4kW PV solar panels at Logan Botanic 
Garden to reduce the Garden’s carbon 
footprint and generate income for  
its maintenance 

£21,000 would employ a horticulturist 
to help maintain and grow the beautiful 
Benmore Botanic Garden for a year

£25,000 would fund a new conservation 
expert for our Centre for Middle Eastern 
Plants or Tropical Diversity teams 

£50,000 would help us create a new  
plant identification guide for unrecorded 
areas of Latin America 



Help us     
Inspire Children

£5,000 would fund a range of new 
educational interpretation materials for 
our Demonstration Gardens

£10,000 would fund the employment 
of a part-time education officer to help 
provide more active and outdoor learning 
for Scottish school children

£40,000 would help us create a new 
‘teaching garden’ at RBGE, where children 
and families can get their hands dirty 
learning about gardening and conservation

Our expert staff, drawing upon 
the four Gardens with their rich 

collections of plants, are world leaders in 
explaining the natural world and our place 
within it.  Education is a priority for the 
Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh, which 
has the widest educational programme 
of any botanic garden, providing formal 
and informal programmes of learning for 
people of all ages and levels, from primary 
school to PhD, amateur to professional.
 

Connecting children with nature is an 
increasingly important role for a botanic 
garden.  Our education team works with 
schools and teachers to enable children 
to understand the accelerating pace 
of global change and the importance 

of plant diversity for crops, natural 
resources and the planet’s life support 
systems.  We hope to instil in children  
a lifelong appreciation of the world 
around them and a sense of optimism  
for the future.
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Help us 
Grow our 
Gardens

£15,000 would enable us to recruit 
a new horticulturist to begin their career 
at RBGE and work on enhancing our 
Gardens for the future

£50,000 would help provide a new 
green energy source for one of our 
Gardens, such as a wind turbine at 
Logan Botanic Garden

£75,000 would fund vital new 
elements in the capital restoration of 
public or research glasshouses

Our four world-famous Gardens are the 
beautiful ‘Botanics’ in Edinburgh, the 

mountainside Benmore in Argyll, Dawyck 
in the woodland hills of the Scottish 
Borders and Logan on a Gulf Stream 
warmed peninsula in Galloway.  All four 
Gardens differ exceptionally in climate and 
conditions, encapsulating a wide range of 
landscapes and opportunities for people.  
Together they constitute one of the richest 
plant collections on Earth, with more than 
15,000 species in cultivation, representing 
almost 7 per cent of all known plants. 

These places are major assets to Scotland, 
providing tranquil settings to learn or relax 
for local communities and international 
visitors.  We rely on support from the 
Scottish Government, other external funders 
and individuals to maintain these special 
places, and we face major funding challenges 
in order to progress a host of crucial 
projects across the Gardens.  We hope to 
develop new wild origin plant collections, 
reduce our energy usage and restore a 
number of important heritage buildings.
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Consult your Solicitor
We always recommend that you take 
professional advice from your solicitor 
or an advisor, who will be able to discuss 
your plans in relation to your personal 
circumstances. 

Consider which type of 
Legacy is best for you
You can leave a legacy to RBGE in one of 
several different ways explained below. 
Your solicitor or advisor can help you 
decide which is best, and may find the 
example wording helpful:

Simple Steps to 
Create a Legacy
It is surprisingly straightforward to leave a legacy in your will.

n A Residuary Legacy

The ‘residue’ of the estate is what is left 
after all other bequests, taxes and debts 
have been paid.  You can give the entire 
residue or a share of it to RBGE.  You may 
prefer to leave a bequest in the residue, 
as opposed to a pecuniary legacy, as the 
value of the legacy will be determined 
following your death.  This means the 
value of the legacy will increase with the 
value of your estate, therefore it is likely 
to keep its value better.  It is particularly 
important to take professional advice 
when creating a residuary legacy:

“I direct my executors to pay to  
the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh 
(Registered Scottish Charity SC007983),
for its general purpose, (all or specified
share e.g. 25%) of the residue of  
my estate.”

n A Pecuniary Legacy

A pecuniary legacy specifies a sum of money:

“I direct my executors to pay the  
Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh 
(Registered Scottish Charity SC007983),
for its general purpose, the sum of £X.” 
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With effect from April 2012 there will 
be a new relief to encourage gifts to 
charity.  The proposal, introduced by 
the 2011 budget, is intended to reduce 
the rate of IHT payable on estates from 
40% to 36% when a minimum of 10% of 
the net taxable estate passes to charity, 
such as the RBGE.  This has the effect of 
reducing the amount of inheritance tax 
paid by non-charitable beneficiaries.

Complete a Codicil Postcard
A codicil is read together with your existing 
will.  It is often used when making a 
legacy to a charity and may be the most 
convenient method for you.  You should 
consult a solicitor to help you if you do 
not currently have a will or if you wish to 
amend the residue of your estate.  At the 
end of this booklet a codicil postcard is 
provided, with instructions on how to sign 
and witness it.  Simply complete the codicil 
and keep safely with your original will,   
or send it to the person holding your will, 
e.g. your solicitor.

Complete a Pledge Postcard
Knowing in advance about potential 
legacy bequests considerably helps us to 
plan our activities.  If you wish to make 
a bequest, we would greatly appreciate 
if you could complete and return the 
pledge postcard at the end of the 
booklet.  Please be assured this is simply 
a statement of your present intention 
which is not legally binding, and we will 
treat it with the strictest confidence.

n A Specific Legacy
A specific legacy relates to a particular 
item such as stocks or shares, property 
or personal possessions:

“I direct my executors to make over to 
the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh 
(Registered Scottish Charity SC007983),
for its general purpose, my X.” 

With the further words in each case:

“I further direct that the receipt of the 
Regius Keeper or other proper officer 
of the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh 
shall be a full and sufficient discharge 
of the said legacy.  Unless otherwise 
specified any legacy granted by any 
writing shall be paid or made over 
as soon as my executors consider 
practicable after my death, free of 
taxes in respect of my death and of 
expenses, but without interest.  The 
receipt of an authorised official of any 
body shall be a sufficient discharge to 
my executors.”

It is important that you include  
RBGE’s name, address and registered 
charity number.

As RBGE is a charity, if your estate is 
liable to inheritance tax the value of 
the legacy left to us reduces the value 
of your taxable estate.  The legacy 
paid to us (except in exceptional 
circumstances) will be made over free 
from inheritance tax.



I, Full Name

of Address

Address   declare this to be 

a codicil to my will dated .

In addition to any legacies given in my said 
will, I direct my executors to pay/make over:

Option 1:
the sum of £ 

Option 2:
the following item(s)  

to the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh 
(SC007983), 20A Inverleith Row,  
Edinburgh, EH3 5LR.

Name 

Address 

Tel No 

Email 

I intend to leave RBGE:

Option 1:
a  % share of the residue of my estate

Unless otherwise specified any legacy granted 
by any writing shall be paid or made over as 
soon as my executors consider practicable 
after my death, free of taxes in respect of my 
death and of expenses, but without interest.  
The receipt of an authorised official of any body 
shall be a sufficient discharge to my executors.

Signed 

Date 

Place of signing  

Signed by the above in our presence and 
witnessed by:

Witness:

Name 

Address 

Signature 

Codicil

Option 2:
the sum of £ 

Option 3:
the following item(s)  

to the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh, 
20A Inverleith Row, Edinburgh, EH3 5LR.

The Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh is a Charity registered in Scotland (number SC007983) and is supported by the Rural and Environment Science and Analytical Services (RESAS).
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